HAPPY NEW YEAR

Race 1 SP-High Modulus Australian Championships

January 10th 2010

 

It’s been four weeks of no 18’ racing, but that has not stopped the team from getting out on the water. This time off has given Team Project time to tweak up the new boat.....No 2 Rig especially.

Sailing as much as possible has been high on the agenda and as usual it has come with a few setbacks. Breaking the no.1 rig and Bowman James needing 7 stitches in his hand after a knife accident have not been too favourable.
 

Dave O’Connor (ex 49er Helm) has joined as mainsheet man and is doing a fine job, and is with us up to the JJ Giltinan in February.
 

A mention has to go out to Chris Nicholson (ex 4 times 49er world champion) who was steering Pure Blonde and they went for the big rig-mistake. Maybe thinking BIG RIGS WIN BIG RACES was their plan.
 

With the 14’ skiff World championships just finishing in the harbour there were a few changes to the helms on some boats.
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A classic Sunday race out on Sydney Harbour and the first of the season; 10-20 knots from the south, 27 degrees and sunny.

The amount of effort and time that the team has put in was really showing as Project Racing lead to the first mark, with 7 and Thurlow Fisher-City boat lengths behind.

 “Andy Budgen’s new Project Racing skiff took an early lead at the first windward mark and was in close contention with Thurlow Fisher Lawyers and Gotta Love It 7 for the next lap of the course.” Frank Quealey 18 foot skiff club.
 After a long 3 sail tight reach down towards Manly, Project Racing had dropped back behind Gotta Love it 7 and Thurlow Fisher-City, but on the upwind to Rose Bay the team were strong and  took back 7 after they had a broken outhaul and caught back up with Thurlow Fisher-City. Smeg were somewhere not too far behind.  
The next 3 sail tight reach came with some difficulties for the boys. Sailing a bit slow, 7 passed by them and after a tussle with the ferry that skipper Andy Budgen was sure they would be going swimming, they were then passed by Thurlow Fisher-City and Smeg. But they were still sitting in 4th place.

The guys on 7 sailed a great race and did well to finish clearly in first place.

Smeg over took Thurlow Fisher-City to gain 2nd place overall and we came in 4th in front of Yandoo. 

 

Project Racing is looking forward to next week.
 

Thanks to our sponsors-
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Project Racing leading Gotta Love It 7 to the windward mark!               Photo: Frank Quealey, 18’ skiff club, double bay














